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homemakers  chat 

FOR  USE   IN    NO  N  — COMMERCIAL  BROADCASTS  ONLY 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT 
OF  AGRICULTURE 


q  Thursday,  December  31,  1942 

a|    Subject :''FARM  FAMILY  LIVING  AMD ' SPENDING  PLANS  FOR  1943."     Information  from 
™      the  Extension  Service  of  the  U. S. Department  of  Agriculture. 


— ooOoo — 

Calling  a21  members  of  farm  families....  for  family  councils  this  last  day 
of  1942!  It's  time  to  take  inventory...  see  what  the  family  has,  and  what  it 
needs...  where  it  stands  financially...  what  it  owes...  and  where  it's  headed. 
Time  to  make  plans  for  spending  and  saving  in  war-time  I 

Let's  picture  ea.ch  family  drawing  chairs  up  to  a.  "big  table.  The  purpose  is 
to  exchange  ideas  on  how  the  home  is  to  "be  managed  in  1943  for  the  best  good  of 
everybody.  And  to  permit  everybody  to  make  his  or  her  best  contribution  to  the 
national  war  effort. 

For  fa.rm  families  have  a.  big  part  to  play  in  the  war  effort.  They  are 
celled  on  to  produce  tremendous  quantities  of  food....  more  than  ever  before... 
for  civilians,  armed    forces,  allies,  their  own  families.  They  will  have  to 
produce  all  this  food  with  what  help  they  have  in  their  own  households...  often 
smaller  households  with  members  absent  in  military  service  or  in  defense  plants. 
Farm  families  are  already  finding  that  many  items  for  family  living  or  farm  pro- 
duction are  very  scarce.  Many  things  cost  more  than  they  used  to.  In  1943,  farm 
families,  like  other  citizens,  will  meet  new  and  unaccustomed  taxes  and  buy  war 
bonds  and  stamps. 

How  will  your  family  plan  to  meet  &H  these  changes? 

Extension  ?/orkers  in  the  U. S. Department  of  Agriculture  suggest  a  number  of 
points  to  shoot  at  as  you  sit  around  your  family  conference  table.' 

First,     aim  at  a  good  financial  plan, — a  pian  that  includes  meeting  taxes, 
buying  war  bonds,  and  paying  off  debts. Second,  aim  for  f am i 1 y  t e amwo  rk ...to  get 
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the  necessary  vork  done  together  and  meet  financial  goals. Third,  aim  to  provide 
your  own  food  supply.. 

In  many  ways  you  will  spend  your  income  differently  in  1943  from  the  way 
you  spent  last  year's  income.  Before  you  actually  draw  up  your  family  spending 
plan,  you  might  like  your  family  council  to  discuss  some  questions,  suggested  "by 
the  Extension  Service  of  North  Carolina,  The  answers  given  may  guide  your 
planning, 

"Eow  can  we  put  our  farm  on  a  sound  financial  "basis?"  Extension  advisors 
suggests  these  steps:  Take  an  inventors^  of  "both  the  farm  and  the  home.  That  is, 
see  what  equipment  you  have,,,.,  what  you  can  put  in  good  working  order...,  what 
you  are  going  to  need,.,  what  you  can  put  off  buying...,  what  you  can  do  without. 
Include  family  clothing  in  this  inventory. 

Then  work  out  a  financial  plan  for  the  year... no  hard  and  fast  plan  but  one 
that  can  change  a.  little  from  month  to  month  as  conditions  require.  Along  with 
your  financial  plan  keep  systematic  records.  Arrange  a  "book  to  show  money  earned 
and  money  spent.  Include  in  your  plan  as  large  savings  as  possible  in  the  form  of 
war  "bonds.  After  the  war  your  savings  will  help  "buy  furnishings  and  farm  equip- 
ment that  have  worn  out  and  that  you  cannot  buy  now.  Plan  to  reduce  debts  and 
pay  your  taxes  promptly. 

Kext  consider  this  question?-  "Why  is  it  so  important  for  farm  families  to 
produce  food?    Also  fats  and  fibers?"  The  answer  is:  Because  food  is  as  necessary 
to  our  armed  forces  as  tanks,  ships,  planes,  guns  and  ajnmunition.  The  country 
relies  on  farm  families  to  step  up  production  of  protective  foods  in  particular., 
milk, eggs,  meat,  fruits,  vegetables , and  cereals.  These  are  necessary  for  our 
armed  foroes    and  our  allies,  and  our  civilians,  too. 

Raising  food  at  home  saves  bringing  foods  from  s  distance,  and  saves  the 
cash  your  family  has  to  spend  for  food.  Farms  growing  crops  that  yield  fats  ,and 
fibers  are  also,  helping  the  war  effort.  We  used  to  get  many  of  our  fats  and 
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fibers  from  foreign  countries,  but  now  we  must  raise  them  ourselves. 

Here's  another  question  suggested  by  the  North  Carolina  Extension  Service. 
"How  can  our  family  provide  adequate  food  for  home  use?" 

The  answer  is  to  know  the  exact  food  needs  of  your  family  in  pounds,  bushels 
and  other  measures,  and  plan  for  a  year-around  food  supply.     These  plans  will  in- 
elude  a  food  garden  of  course,  and  also  some  poultry,  a  cow  if  possible, and  meat 
animals.  But  you  will  also  need  to  plan  how  you  will  get  canning  supplies  and 
equipment...  how  you  will  share  work,  tools  and  farm  machinery  with  neighbors... 
how  you  can  get  foods  you  don't  raise.  Maybe  you  can  buy  them  cooperatively  with 
neighbors,  or  swap  things  you  do  raise  for  some  you  don't. 

Finally,  you  need  to  think  about  the  labor  situation  facing  your  family.  In 
other  words,  who  is  going  to  do  each  part  of  the  workUll  over  the  country  in  1943 
old  men,  women,  and  children  will  be  doing  more  of  the  fans  work.  Your  family  can 
plan  together  how  to  divide  the  work  and  cut  out  the  least  necessary  tasks. 
Perhaps  some  members  of  the  family  can  learn  new  skills,  such  as  repairing  equip- 
ment, or  sewing  to  remodel  clothing. 

The  whole  family  needs  to  agree  on  these  aims  to  develop  a  financial  plan  in 
detail....  so  much  for  each  item  of  family  living  such  as  taxes,  food,  clothing, 
housing  and  household  operation,  transportation,  medical  care,  furnishings  and 
equipment,  and  personal  requirements.  Then,  the  wnole  family  needs  to  agree  on  what 
to  cut  down  on  and  how  much  to  spare  for  paying  off  debts  and  buying  war  bonds. 

Also,  agree  among  yourselves  not  to  take  on  any  new  debts,  or  make  any  in- 
vestments that  require  large  fixed  payments  over  a  long  period...  like  new  insur- 
ance or  buying  farm  land.  Instead,  make  "pay  as  you  go"  the  guiding  principle  of 
lour  family  living  plans  as  far  as  possible. 

A  family  financial  plan  based  on  all  these  considerations  and  backed  by  good 
jfaaily  teamwork  should  meet  National  as  well  as  individual  family  needs. 
Jamily  council  dismissed]  & 


